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Queft. 1. Hether it be lawful for Friends folemn- 
ly to engage, if one dyes firft, to ap- 
pear to the other, and inform them of 

the Condition of the Soul in another World ? 

Anwf. The leaft that canbe faid of fuch an Attempt, 

that "twould be 

1. Fruitle/s, tince Truth it felf tells 
hear Moles and the Prophets, neither will they believe though 
one rofe from the dead ; For if the common methods of God’s 
Providence will not convince an Atheift, neither is he to 
expe? any new way of fatisfaétion; nor if he had his de- 
fire would he be without fome evafien or other ftill to 
continue his Infidelity. 

2. Twould be daxgerous----On more accounts than one: 
If no fuch appearance , which unlfes we were better ac- 
quainted with the Oeconomy of the World of Spirits, we 
have little Aesfon to expett, this might incline a weak 
Man to doubt yet more of the Truth of thofe things which 
we are clearly taught both by natural and revealed Reli- 
gioa, If any Appearance, how fhould the Perfonto whom 
’cwas made, certainly know whether "tis really the Spirit of 
his departed Friend, or fome illufve Demon, which may 
either tell him a Falfbood inftead of a Truth, or mingle 
Truth and Faifhood together, the more cunningly to deceive 
him: But befides the uncertainty and the danger there 
would be in fuch a prattice which way foever.it teimi- 
nates, | think ’twould be alfo— 

3. Jrreligious ; fince ittoo plainly implies a dijtruf of 
the Truth of God; nay more, that thofe who w/e it, would 
believe humane Teftimony, and perhaps Diabolical, rather 
than Divine. —\No, fay they, tis rather to confirm the 
Truth of fuch Teftimtony as is faid to be divine. ——Butis 
there any want of all reafonable Confirmation? han’t we 
ftronger Evidence that the Scriptures were written by in- 
Spired Men, or at leaft that the matter therein contained 
is true, than that there was ever fucha Man as Alexan- 
der ot Cafar, becaufe one of thefe has all the Moral De- 
monftrations of Truth the other has, namely univer/al, or 
unan{werable humane Teftimony both of Friends and Ene- 
mies, and yet more, to wit Miracks, which are the Teffi- 
mony of Heaven. Now this Scripture gives us undenyable 
Evidence of the Exiftence of Souls after Death, and there- 
fore whatever God may think fit to Order or permit in ez- 
traordinary Cafes, as revealing, Injuftice, Murder, &c. It 
appears both fruitie/s, dangerous and irreligious, to expect 
any fuch thing, ordinarily to happen, fince the Courfe of Na- 
ture isnottobe altered without the higheft Necefity and 
Reafon. 

Queft. 2. Why doth the Sun at bisrifing in the Firma- 
ment play more on Eafter-day than Whitfunday ? 

Anjw, This Quettion being propofed in Welch, which 
ancint Language we .muft confels none of us have 
the happinefs to underftand, we have been forc’d to 
make ufe of an Interpreter, and taking it for granted 
he has not injur’d the fenje of it in the Tranflation, we 
thus reply. 

That the matter of Faét is an old, weak, fuperftitious 
Error, and the Sun neither plays nor works on Eafter-day 
more than any other. It’s true, it may fometimeshap- 
pen to (bine brighter that morning than on the preceding 
or following Dayes, but if it does, "tis purely accidental. 
In fome parts of England they call it——7he Lamb play- 
ing, which they look for as foon as the Sun rifes, in 
fone clear Spring or River, and is nothing but the pretty 
Reflexion it makes from the Water, which they may find 
at any time, if the Sun rifes clearand they themlelves 
early, and unprejudic’d with Fancy. 

Queft. 3. I knew a Gentlewomin who wept the fir Night 
She ficps with ber Husband, wheiber was it Foy, fear, or 
Modesly that caus’d thefe tears ? 

Anfw, We that’ rather attribute it to a fearful Modefly, 


us Jf they will not 


than Joy, or any other Caufe, becaufe we find no Int 
ftances of Widows, when upon their marrying again 
have wept in goingto Bed. Plutarch treating on Modeé- 
fty, argues, that tho* it bea weakneG, ’tis an argument 
of a Virtuous and Ingenuous Soul. Mandeflo in his Travels, 
lib, 2.p. 9@. faysa Young Gentlewoman of Japan being 
on her knees atthe end of a Table, waiting on her Ma- 
fter in the Appartment of Women, and over-reaching 
her felf to take a Flaggon that ftood alittle too far 
from her, fhe chanced to break Wind backwards, with 
which fhe was fo much afhamed, that putting her Gar- 
ment over her head, fhe would by no means fhew her 
Fact, but withan enraged Violence taking one of the 
Nipples of her Breafts into her Mouth fhe bit it off; 
with the Anguifh of which, and the fhame fhe under- 
went, fhe immediately dyed in the place. This laft In- 
ftance deferves our pity, but the Inftance in’ the Que- 
ftionour Admiration, and wifhes, that there were more 
Inftances of this fort, and lefs of the Impudent and fhame- 
lefs behaviour of the contrary. 

Queft. 4. Since in your Adversifement you make it known 
that a Chyrurgeon is taken into your Society, 1 bave thought 
fit to propound the following Queftion, withal afuring yor 
that the matter of Fait is true. A Sailor on board the Fleer, 
by an unlucky Accident broke bis Leg, being in Drink, and 
refufing the affiftance of the Surgeon of the Ship, called fop 
4 piece of new Tarpauling that lay on the Deck, which be 
rolled {ome turns round bis Leg, tying up all clofe witb g 
few Hoop-fticks, and was able immediately after to walk round 
the {bip, never keeping bis Bed one day, 1 would know whes 
ther the Cure is to be attributed so the Emplaftick Nature of 
the tarr'd and pitch*d Cloth bound on firait with the H 
flicks, &c. or rather whether it may not be folved according 
to the Cartefian Philofophy. 


An}w, Des Cartes has lefs to de with this Queftion than 
Copernicus, who ina drunken fit by the Courfe of his Brain 
found out the great Secret of the Worlds turning round,and 
fo might our Drunken Sailor be infpir'd with this Novel 
way of curing himfelf; but to the Queftion: Ifthe 
leffer foci! was only broken, he might nof be decumbent 
oneday 5 the greater ( his Head my pretty light) bee 
ing able to fupport his Body; but if both the Boneg 
were broken, he could not ftand unlefs the Splinters that 
were tyed round his Leg came below his heel, and refted 
upon his Ham, which would take away that weight the 
Leg would otherwife bear+ Befides, the Tarpauling is a 
good Categmatick, which with a fober and a regular 
dyet, might fucceed, tho’ ’tis no rule to walk by. 

Queft. 5. What became of the Waters after Noah's Flood? 

Anfw. The Earth was inviron’d with Water, before i¢ 
was made a Terraqueous Globe: And now the Waters 
are Globulous, and higher than the Earth, whereby 
c and with thofe waters above the Firmament) the Earth 
might eafily be overwhelmed. Now khowing whence _ 
the water came, we eafily affirm, that it receded again 
to its old Stations, tho’ no doubt but the Earth drank up 
fome, and fome were rarified into Air. 

Queft. 6. Seeing Aftrologers do ac € the $un to 
be 4 ad of Fire, pray what is that thas 3 and fup- 
lyes it 
ete We defign to referve the Solution of this and 
all fuch Queftions for our New Sjflem of Elementary 
Palletophy, which will be finifhed in alittle time, 

Queft, 7. What is the Differenee betwixt Genus and 


Species ? Me eo bg 

Anfw. As much as betwixt Generality and DiftinBion. 
As for inftance, Genus fignifies a Stock in general Terms, 
whether —. oranimal, Gc. but Species is the di- 
ftinétion int Stocks, as they are in Animal, ogo 


nal. or Irrational: Thus there is a Species, Generis, bu 
dot § Geuad Speviel. ‘ ‘ 8: 
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Ouefh 8. What’s he true meaning of the 
Superitition ? ra 

Safe Supra or fuper Statwtum in the Civil 
Law it comes from beyond of abovethe Sta- 

te ; in Divinity it means 8 neceflary Ob- 
ervance of thoie indifferent things which God 
bas neither commanded nor forbidden; as for 
inftance, *Tis Super fistson to believe the wear- 
ing a Swrplice in religious Wor flip a fin, be- 
caufe God has not forbidden it, and ’cis Sw- 
perfistion to believe the wor wearing it init felf 
a fin, because God has not commanded it, and 
fo in Meats, Times, ‘Cc. 

Quelt. 9. Which isthe moff ancient ana po- 
pulous Nation inthe World? 

Anfw. China bids fair for the former, and 
clearly carries the/arter, by many Millions a- 
gainit all the World. They are at leaft as an- 
cient as the Chaldeans or Egyprsans, and de- 
duce their suthentick Records from a very 
few Years after the univerfal Deluge, where- 
of, andof Noah himfelf, 1 may be mote than 
Fancy, fhouid we affirm their eldeft Books 
contain very clear and diftiné Notices, 
their firft Monarch Fobs bidding much fairer 
for Noah than ever the Italian Faxus did, they 
acknowledging him for the firft King and Fa- 
ther of their Nation after the great Deluge ; 
and what’s more remarkable, tel] us that be 
firftreform’d “em from drinking the Blood ol 
Beafis — The abstaining from whichall men 
know was oneof the Precepts of Noah, belides 
Other pallages too long to be infifted on. 
This may alfo be probably proved from the 
great progrefs of Artsand Arms amongit em, 
efpecially thofe which are the unqueitioned 
effects of long Experience ——- Navigation, the 
Compafs, Printing, Guns, Sculpture and Archi- 
tecture, belides many other ufeful Inventi- 
ons, having been time out of mind, and fome 
of ’em in great perfection, common among 
them. For their x#mber, we fhou'd find it a 
difficult matter to believe the account the Fa- 
thers give us thereof, were it not deduced 
from the authentick Records of that Coun- 
trey, attefted by all who write onthe fame 
fubject, and that or fomething near it, even 
by Proteftants who have Travelled thither: 
( vid. Dutch Embaffy. ) The Royal Seciety, who 
I fuppofe have it out of Father Magellans, be- 
caufe feveral other of their accounts agree 
with his, tell us the Number of the Subjects 
of that Empire amount to fifty odd AMéitions, 
reckoning only the A4ales, and of thofe, on- 
ly fuch as live onthe Land, whereas ’ris no- 
torioufly known they have many Millions, 
( perhaps more than half as many asare on 
the Land ) who live only upon the Water, 
are born, and bred, anddyethere. Nor will 
this number feem fo prodigious, if we coa- 
fider how vaft atract of ground they poflefs ; 
"cis at leaft 1380 dtelian Miles ( which are 
very near the Engiifh in length ; -and atthe 
largest computation 1800, the firlt reaches to 
23 Degrees of Longitude, the latter to 30, 
and wants not more than a third parc of the 
fame in breadth, from whence without the 
help of Weekly Bis, it. might be no difficule 
matter, allowing fo many fora City, and fo 
proportiovable , to give fome guefS at the 
probability of fo vat a number of Inhabi- 
tants. 
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mit 4 Rival. ’Tis generally taken for Royalty; but im 
ftriétnefs of Speech "tis a Prebemincncy of one perfonte 
another in refpeét of Grandwe, Stasure, &c. But now a 
days it may very well pals for a Creature called a 
Coach and Six. 

Queft. 11. Why the water on one fide Kingfion Bridge 
runs always one way, andthe other according to the motion oj 
the Tide, and what's the Caufe of the Tides motion ? 

An{m, No doubt that one way is Cownward, according 
to the natural motion of thecurrent, tho not expreisin the 
Queftion.— 1 fuppofe then, ( having never teen the place } 
that there may be fome Head-land jutting forth be!ow the 
Bridge, which may break the Force of the Tide in its fow- 


ing, and confequently give the ftream Iibei ty to continue 


on that fide in its ufual motion ; but the other tue having 
no fuch defence, the Tide has its full power there, and 
gtves that partof the Stream fuch 2 motionas it {elf 
has, at leait as cothe furface aud upper parts o 
water. If this won’t do, the Eddy may lye on that 


always runs the fame way 5 and we [ee daily 
that when the Tide comes in, itruasg 
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where it 
in the Thames, 
contrary ways by the fides aid the middle. 
Reafon of the Tides motion, fomething bas b 
ly endeavoured on that Head, vite Numb. 2. 
to the commonly receiv’d Hypothelis 5 bur 
more largely to confider it in a New one of our own, 
which fhalibe fhordy publuhed, if this Dofigs conti- 
nues to receive chat Encouragement it has hitherto met 
withal from the Candid and Ingenious. 

ueft, 12. Why does the Fruit of 4 Tree in grafting ak 
ways take after the Cion, and not after the i oot ? 

Anfw. The Juice which afcends from the Earth for 
the Trees nourifhment is the fame in all Trees.; bur the 
particular Fruits, and their different Formation, feem to 
depend onthe internal Difpofition of thofe imme- 
diate parts from whence they are produced, Thus we 
commonly’ enough fee not only very good Fruits rais’d 
froma Thorn, and good Apples trom a Crab fiak: But 
what appears yet much more ftrange and diverting, {e- 
veral fores of Fruits , Pears, Apples , Plumbs ane Cher- 
ries on the fame Tree, which feems evidently to demon- 
ftrate that thofe: particular fine meatus’s or channels in the 
Graft, fromthofe Juices which the Rout receives from 
the Earth according to their own Naiure, and thence 
produce their own proper Fruits, as Seals, or rather Moulds 
inftamp fuch Impreffions on a large piece of wax, not as 
it had before, butasthey themfelves reprefent. 

Queft. 13. Jn regard the Double Confonant , Cb 
doth nor always found it elf, bur often founds K, ( as in the 
words Chara¢ter, Chebar, Lachifh, Karuch, and the like } 
what certain Rule in ibis cafe can you give a ftranver for 
pronouncing (. {uch ] words aright ? . 

An{w. Thiscdouble Confonant is indeed as we find by 
Forraigners, one of the moft difficult founds in all our 
Language, the French Ch, as in the word Chagrin, &c, 
comes nothing near it, being much more effeminate, and 
no morethan our fh. Their c is a little nearer it, buc 
neither comes thatup to it. Thole three Letters, Th, 
yield a found nearer than both, and wants little of cx. 
preffing it’s whole power, tho noc quite fo matculine - 
and after all, the particular pronunciation js better 
learnt by hearing an Englifh man {peak it, than any other 
way. Asfor the Rule, whenit’s to be pronounced, this - 
way or the other, as aK, orC, mute, it’s eafily enough 
found out, Inall words properly of our own Lansuage 
where we mect with it either asan Initial or Final, it 
has this peculiar different found before defcribed ; as 
Chamber, Chide, Churn, &c. or in the end of words. as 
fevatch, rich, fuch, and 1 think ’twill hold in all other w hich 
can be produced. In all words of Modern Laneua. 
ges, or thofe adopted thence unto our, ’tis to be pro. 
nounc’d according to the Cuftom of the Countrey 
whence it came, utin thofe of the Greek of Hebrew 
where ‘tis only a fingle Letter, a Chi, x or aCheth, m, it 
founds no more than K, which as it holds in all the Jp- 
ftances the Gentleman propofes in the Queftion, fo I be. 
lieve it willia all others. 


Advertifements. 


AS Perfons are bereby defred to forbear fen ding in any move 
- Queft tons ( till we give publick nerice we pave difp uch'd 
all thofe we bave already on cur binds, whic will be ina little 
time ) except fuch as relate to Elementary Bodies And cB 
[uch Queflions muft be fent ro us by the 20th of this Infiin: May 
or cannot be anfwered in thar new Syftem of Philufoohy pac 
we promifed to add at the end of one of oxy Volumes, 
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